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(57) ABSTRACT

A method of manufacturing a cylindrical thermal insulation
wall body having a holding unit of a heater element formed
in an inner peripheral surface includes processing a plate-
shaped thermal insulation member such that a plurality of
groove portions are formed at a predetermined pitch, pro-
cessing the thermal insulation member such that an angle
between either of the first surface and the second surface,
and a third surface on which the groove portions are formed,
is 90+180/n degrees, and manufacturing the cylindrical
thermal insulation wall body by bonding a plurality of
sectional thermal insulation members, wherein the plurality
of sectional thermal insulation members are bonded such
that the groove portions of the adjacent sectional thermal
insulation members are aligned with each other and to form
the holding unit in the inner peripheral surface of the
cylindrical thermal insulation wall body.
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FIG. 3
( Start )
!

Processing a plate-shaped thermal insulation member such that groove
portions, which extend from a first surface 10 a second surface oppositeto . 5160
the first surface, are formed at a predetermined pitch

!

Processing the thermal insulation member such that an angle between either
of the first and second surfaces and a third surface on which the groove
portions are formed and which is perpendicular to the depth direction of the
groove portions is 90+180in degrees

!

Manufacturing the cylindrical thermat insulation wall body by bonding a
plurality of the sectional thermal insulation members each of which is
oblained through the first and second steps, wherein the plurality of
sectional thermal insulation members are bonded such that the groove
portions of the adjacent sectional thermal insulation members are aligned
with each other and the holding unitis formed by the groove portions in
the inner peripheral surface of the cylindrical thermal insulation wall body
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1
METHOD OF MANUFACTURING THERMAL
INSULATION WALL BODY

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims the benefit of Japanese Patent
Application No. 2013-171673, filed on Aug. 21, 2013, in the
Japan Patent Office, the disclosure of which is incorporated
herein in its entirety by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present disclosure relates to a method of manufac-
turing a thermal insulation wall body.

BACKGROUND

For example, in manufacturing a semiconductor device,
processes such as a film forming process, an oxidation
process, a diffusion process, an annealing process, and an
etching process are performed on a semiconductor wafer,
which is an object to be processed. When such processes are
performed, a vertical heat treatment device, which is pro-
vided with a process vessel in which an object to be
processed is accommodated and a heater unit disposed in an
outer peripheral side of the process vessel to surround the
process vessel, is used.

The heater unit of the vertical heat treatment device is
configured to include, for example, a resistive heating ele-
ment (heater element) and a circular cylindrical thermal
insulation wall body installed around the heater element.
Specifically, a holding unit configured to accommodate the
heater element into the holding unit is installed in an inner
peripheral side of the thermal insulation wall body, and the
heater element is disposed in a spiral shape by the holding
unit.

Here, the thermal insulation wall body in the vertical heat
treatment device is formed by stacking a plurality of ring-
shaped thermal insulation blocks having the holding unit in
an axial direction. In addition, there is disclosed a thermal
insulation wall body which is formed by dispersing a
material of the thermal insulation wall body in an aqueous
medium into a slurry phase, bringing the slurry into contact
with a forming mold having a surface corresponding to the
shape of the holding unit, and drying the slurry.

However, in the method of stacking a plurality of ring-
shaped thermal insulation blocks in the axial direction, a
long period of time and tremendous efforts are needed to
manufacture the thermal insulation wall body. Further, in the
above-described method of manufacturing the thermal insu-
lation wall body, there are problems in that special equip-
ment is required and it is difficult to form the holding unit
having a depth sufficient to hold the heater element.

SUMMARY

Some embodiments of the present disclosure provide a
method of manufacturing a thermal insulation wall body,
which makes it possible to economically manufacture a
thermal insulation wall body.

According to one embodiment of the present disclosure,
provided is a method of manufacturing a cylindrical thermal
insulation wall body having a holding unit of a heater
element formed in an inner peripheral surface, the method
including processing a plate-shaped thermal insulation
member such that a plurality of groove portions are formed
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at a predetermined pitch, the plurality of groove portions
extending from a first surface to a second surface opposite
to the first surface, processing the thermal insulation mem-
ber such that an angle between either of the first surface and
the second surface, and a third surface, on which the groove
portions are formed and which is perpendicular to a depth
direction of the groove portions, is 90+180/n degrees,
wherein n is a natural number of three or larger, and
manufacturing the cylindrical thermal insulation wall body
by bonding a plurality of sectional thermal insulation mem-
bers, wherein the plurality of sectional thermal insulation
members are bonded such that the groove portions of the
adjacent sectional thermal insulation members are aligned
with each other and to form the holding unit in the inner
peripheral surface of the cylindrical thermal insulation wall
body.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings, which are incorporated in
and constitute a part of the specification, illustrate embodi-
ments of the present disclosure, and together with the
general description given above and the detailed description
of the embodiments given below, serve to explain the
principles of the present disclosure.

FIG. 1 is a schematic view of a configuration of an
example of a vertical heat treatment device according to one
embodiment.

FIGS. 2A to 2D are schematic views of examples of a
thermal insulation wall body according to the embodiment
as viewed from one side in an axial direction.

FIG. 3 is a flowchart of an example of a method of
manufacturing a thermal insulation wall body according to
an embodiment.

FIGS. 4A to 4F are schematic views illustrating the
method of manufacturing the thermal insulation wall body
according to the embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Reference will now be made in detail to various embodi-
ments, examples of which are illustrated in the accompany-
ing drawings. In the following detailed description, numer-
ous specific details are set forth in order to provide a
thorough understanding of the present disclosure. However,
it will be apparent to one of ordinary skill in the art that the
present disclosure may be practiced without these specific
details. In other instances, well-known methods, procedures,
systems, and components have not been described in detail
s0 as not to unnecessarily obscure aspects of the various
embodiments.

(Vertical Heat Treatment Device)

First, an example of a fundamental configuration of a
vertical heat treatment device having a thermal insulation
wall body according to one embodiment will be described.
In addition, in this embodiment, a vertical heat treatment
device configured to manufacture a semiconductor device
will be described as an example. However, the present
disclosure is not limited thereto and may include various
types of heat treatment devices.

FIG. 1 is a schematic view of a configuration of an
example of the vertical heat treatment device according to
the embodiment.

As shown in FIG. 1, a vertical heat treatment device 2 has
a process vessel 4 in which a longitudinal direction is
parallel to a vertical direction. The process vessel 4 is
configured to have a double tube structure that includes an
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outer tube 6 having a ceiling and a circular cylindrical inner
tube 8 concentrically disposed in an inner peripheral side of
the outer tube 6.

The outer tube 6 and the inner tube 8 are formed of a heat
resistant material such as quartz. Further, the lower ends of
the outer tube 6 and the inner tube 8 are supported by a
manifold 10 formed of stainless steel or the like. The
manifold 10 is fixed to a base plate 12. In addition, without
installing the manifold 10, the entirety of the process vessel
4 may be formed, for example, of quartz.

A disc-shaped cap portion 14, for example, made of
stainless steel, is airtightly installed to an opening of the
lower end of the manifold 10 via a seal member 16 such as
an O-ring. Further, a rotary shaft 20, for example, which can
be rotated in an airtight state with a magnetic fluid seal 18,
is inserted to extend through an approximately central
portion of the cap portion 14. The lower end of the rotary
shaft 20 is connected to a rotary mechanism 22, and the
upper end of the rotary shaft 20 is fixed to a table 24, for
example, made of stainless steel.

A thermal insulation container 26, for example, made of
quartz, is installed on the table 24. Also, a wafer boat 28, for
example, made of quartz, as a support member, is mounted
on the thermal insulation container 26.

A plurality of sheets, for example, 50 to 150 sheets, of
semiconductor wafers (hereafter, referred to as wafers W) as
objects to be processed is accommodated at predetermined
intervals, for example, a pitch of 10 mm, in the wafer boat
28. The wafer boat 28, the thermal insulation container 26,
the table 24, and the cap portion 14 are loaded in and
unloaded from the process vessel 4, for example, by a lift
mechanism 30 that is a boat elevator.

A gas introduction unit 32 configured to introduce a
process gas into the process vessel 4 is installed in a lower
portion of the manifold 10. The gas introduction unit 32 has
a gas nozzle 34 installed to airtightly penetrate through the
manifold 10. In addition, although FIG. 1 shows the con-
figuration having the single gas introduction unit 32
installed, the present disclosure is not limited thereto.
Depending on the number of types of gases to be used, a
vertical heat treatment device may be configured to include
any suitable number of gas introduction units 32. Further, a
flow rate of the gas introduced into the process vessel 4 from
the gas nozzle 34 is controlled by a flow rate control
mechanism (not shown).

A gas outlet 36 is installed in an upper portion of the
manifold 10, and an exhaust system 38 is connected to the
gas outlet 36. The exhaust system 38 includes an exhaust
channel 40 connected to the gas outlet 36, and a pressure
control valve 42 and a vacuum pump 44 connected to the
exhaust channel 40 in this order. The exhaust system 38 may
exhaust the interior of the process vessel 4 while controlling
an internal pressure of the process vessel 4.

A heater unit 48 configured to surround the process vessel
4 and heat the objects to be processed such as wafers W is
installed in an outer peripheral side of the process vessel 4.
The heater unit 48 has a cylindrical thermal insulation wall
body 50 having a ceiling surface. Hereinafter, the thermal
insulation wall body 50 according to the embodiment and
the heater unit 48 having the thermal insulation wall body 50
will be described in detail.

[Thermal Insulation Wall Body and Heater Unit]

As described above, the heater unit 48 includes the
cylindrical thermal insulation wall body 50. The thermal
insulation wall body 50 may be formed, for example, of a
mixture of silica and alumina which has low heat conduc-
tivity and is soft and amorphous. Also, hereinafter, the terms
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“axial direction,” “circumferential direction,” and “diameter
direction” used herein refer to an axial direction, a circum-
ferential direction, and a diameter direction of the cylindrical
thermal insulation wall body 50, respectively.

The thermal insulation wall body 50 is disposed so that its
inner peripheral surface is spaced apart by a predetermined
distance from the outer peripheral surface of the process
vessel 4. In addition, a protective cover 51 formed of
stainless steel or the like is installed on the outer periphery
of the thermal insulation wall body 50 so as to cover the
entire outer periphery of the thermal insulation wall body 50.

FIGS. 2A to 2D show schematic views of examples of the
thermal insulation wall body 50 according to the embodi-
ment as viewed from one side in the axial direction. Further,
in FIGS. 2A to 2D, the ceiling surface of the thermal
insulation wall body 50 is omitted.

The cylindrical thermal insulation wall body 50 is formed
with a plurality of sectional thermal insulation members 52,
which are divided from each other at least in a circumfer-
ential direction and each has division surfaces formed at
both ends in the circumferential direction.

In an example shown in FIG. 2A, the cylindrical thermal
insulation wall body 50 is in the shape of a circular cylinder,
and the circular cylindrical thermal insulation wall body 50
includes twelve sectional thermal insulation members 52 in
the circumferential direction. However, the number of the
sectional thermal insulation members 52 of the thermal
insulation wall body 50 is not limited thereto and the thermal
insulation wall body 50 may be divided into, for example,
two, four, or any suitable number.

In addition, the cylindrical thermal insulation wall body
50 may be in the shape of a polygonal cylinder, and has a
dodecagonal cylinder in an example shown in FIG. 2B.
When the cylindrical thermal insulation wall body 50 has a
polygonal cylindrical shape, one of the sectional thermal
insulation members 52 corresponds to one side of the
polygon. That is, in the example shown in FIG. 2B, the
twelve sectional thermal insulation members 52 are bonded
to each other to form the dodecagonal cylindrical thermal
insulation wall body 50. Also, although the example shown
in FIG. 2B shows the dodecagonal cylinder as an example,
the present disclosure is not limited thereto and the cylin-
drical thermal insulation wall body 50 may have another
polygonal cylindrical shape.

As another shape, the cylindrical thermal insulation wall
body 50 may have the outer periphery in a polygonal shape
and the inner periphery in a circular shape as shown in FIG.
2C, or have the outer periphery in a circular shape and the
inner periphery in a polygonal shape as shown in FIG. 2D.

In addition, the adjacent sectional thermal insulation
members 52 in the circumferential direction of the cylindri-
cal thermal insulation wall body 50 are, in some embodi-
ments, bonded to each other in order to increase internal
thermal insulation of the cylindrical thermal insulation wall
body 50.

Further, groove portions 56 which are a holding unit
configured to accommodate a heater element(s) 54 into the
holding unit are formed in the inner peripheral surface of the
thermal insulation wall body 50.

The groove portions 56 may be formed into a spiral shape
along the inner peripheral surface of the thermal insulation
wall body 50, in which the central axis of the cylindrical
thermal insulation wall body 50 is an axis of the spiral shape.
In addition, a predetermined number of the groove portions
56, each of which is formed perpendicular to the axis of the
thermal insulation wall body 50, may be formed at prede-
termined intervals along the axial direction of the thermal
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insulation wall body 50. In this case, the heater elements 54
are disposed in the groove portions 56, respectively, and
arranged so as to extend in the axial direction between the
adjacent groove portions 56. Further, an element length of
the heater element 54 depends on the size of the heater unit
and is generally 15 to 50 m or so. Accordingly, depending on
the size of the heater unit and the like, the heater element 54
is divided and arranged into a plurality of zones, for
example, four zones, in the axial direction. Further, a tem-
perature of each zone can be independently controlled, by a
control part (not shown), based on a temperature detected by
a thermocouple (not shown) installed in each zone in the
vicinity of the thermal insulation wall body 50.

The groove portion 56 is formed to have a depth larger
than the radius of the heater element 54 disposed in the
groove portion 56. With this configuration, the heater ele-
ment 54 disposed in the groove portion 56 can be prevented
from escaping from the groove portion 56. In addition, a
holding member (not shown) may be installed between the
inner peripheral surface of the thermal insulation wall body
50 and an outer side of the outer tube 6 of FIG. 1 in order
to keep the heater element 54 in the groove portion 56.

The heater element 54 may be formed in a spiral shape
along its lengthwise direction or in a corrugated shape.
(Method of Manufacturing Thermal Insulation Wall Body)

Next, the method of manufacturing the thermal insulation
wall body according to the above-described embodiment
will be described. FIG. 3 shows a flowchart of an example
of the method of manufacturing the thermal insulation wall
body according to the embodiment. Further, FIGS. 4A to 4F
show schematic views illustrating the method of manufac-
turing the thermal insulation wall body according to the
embodiment.

As shown in FIG. 3, the method of manufacturing the
thermal insulation wall body according to the embodiment is
a method of manufacturing the cylindrical thermal insulation
wall body having the holding unit for the heater element
formed in the inner peripheral surface. The method includes
a first step S100 of processing a plate-shaped thermal
insulation member such that groove portions, which extend
from a first surface to a second surface opposite to the first
surface, are formed at a predetermined pitch, a second step
S110 of processing the thermal insulation member such that
an angle between either of the first surface and the second
surface, and a third surface, on which the groove portions are
formed and which is perpendicular to the depth direction of
the groove portions, is 90+180/n degrees, and a third step
S120 of manufacturing the cylindrical thermal insulation
wall body by bonding a plurality of the sectional thermal
insulation members each of which is obtained through the
first and second steps, in which the plurality of sectional
thermal insulation members are bonded such that the groove
portions of the adjacent sectional thermal insulation mem-
bers are aligned with each other and the holding unit is
formed by the groove portions in the inner peripheral surface
of the cylindrical thermal insulation wall body.

In addition, another processing step may be included, if
necessary. For example, an additional processing step,
which will be described later, performed on the sectional
thermal insulation members may be provided between the
second step and the third step.

The respective steps will be described with reference to
FIGS. 4A to 4F. FIGS. 4A to 4F show schematic views
illustrating the method of manufacturing the thermal insu-
lation wall body according to the embodiment.

In the first step S100, the groove portions 56 as shown in
FIG. 4B, which become the holding unit configured to hold
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the heater element 54, are formed on a plate-shaped thermal
insulation member 60 shown as an example in FIG. 4A. The
groove portions 56 are formed in the thermal insulation
member 60 to extend from a first surface 62a to a second
surface 626 which is a surface opposite to the first surface
62a. In addition, a predetermined number of the groove
portions 56 are formed at a predetermined pitch of, for
example, 33.5 mm.

The groove portions 56 may be formed by well-known
mechanical machining.

The groove portion 56 preferably has a depth larger than
the radius of the heater element 54. For example, when the
heater element 54 of $21.5 mm (having a radius of about
10.7 mm) is used, the groove portion 56 may have a depth
of 20.75 mm.

The pitch of the groove portions 56 is not specifically
limited and is set to correspond to a desired pitch of the
heater element 54 disposed in the thermal insulation wall
body 50.

In addition, the groove portions 56 may be formed to
extend in a direction perpendicular to the first surface 62a
and the second surface 6256 or may be formed at a prede-
termined angle with respect to the direction perpendicular to
the first surface 62a¢ and the second surface 6256. In the
former case, in the thermal insulation wall body 50 to be
manufactured, the groove portions 56, each of which is
formed perpendicular to the axis of the thermal insulation
wall body 50, are formed in a plural number at predeter-
mined intervals in the axial direction of the thermal insula-
tion wall body 50. In the latter case, the groove portions 56
are formed into a spiral shape having the central axis of the
cylindrical thermal insulation wall body 50 as its axis.

In the second step S110, the thermal insulation member 60
having the groove portions 56 formed by the first step S100
as shown in FIG. 4B is processed such that an angle a
becomes 90+180/n degrees (wherein n is a natural number
of three or more) as shown in FIG. 4C. Here, the angle a
means an angle between either of the first surface 62a and
a second surface 62b, and a third surface 62¢. The third
surface 62¢ on which the groove portions 56 are formed is
perpendicular to the depth direction of the groove portion
56. In generally, an internal angle of a regular polygon is
represented by 180(n-2)/n degrees. As shown in FIGS. 4D,
an internal angle of a regular polygon is formed by two
adjacent sectional thermal insulation members 52, and the
sum of 2o degrees and 180(n-2)/n degrees becomes a
circumference of 360 degrees when considering the angle o
between the first surface 624 and the third surface 62¢ in the
sectional thermal insulation member 52. Therefore, the
angle a corresponding to 90+180/n (i.e., a=90+180/n)
degrees is derived by the above calculation. That is, when
the sectional thermal insulation members 52 to manufacture
the thermal insulation wall body 50 are formed by the
second step S110 and a plurality of the sectional thermal
insulation members 52 are bonded in the later-described
third step S 120, the polygonal cylindrical thermal insulation
wall body 50 may be manufactured.

Although it might be affected by a size of the plate-shaped
thermal insulation member 60 to be used or a desired size of
the thermal insulation wall body 50 to be manufactured, the
plurality of sectional thermal insulation members 52 are
preferably manufactured from one sheet of the plate-shaped
thermal insulation member 60. When the plurality of sec-
tional thermal insulation members 52 are obtained from one
sheet of the plate-shaped thermal insulation member 60, the
positions of the groove portions 56 may be ecasily aligned
with each other in the later-described third step S120 since
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positions of the groove portions 56 of the respective sec-
tional thermal insulation members 52 correspond to each
other. Further, in an example shown in FIGS. 4A to 4F, two
sectional thermal insulation members 52 are manufactured
from one sheet of the plate-shaped thermal insulation mem-
ber 60 as an example.

The order of the first step S100 and the second step S110
is not limited thereto. As shown in FIGS. 4E and 4F, the
second step S110 may be first performed and the first step
S100 may then be performed.

The plurality of sectional thermal insulation members 52
manufactured through the first step S100 and the second step
S110 are bonded in the third step S120 to manufacture the
thermal insulation wall body 50 according to the embodi-
ment as shown in FIG. 4D. Here, the plurality of sectional
thermal insulation members 52 are bonded such that the
groove portions 56 of the adjacent sectional thermal insu-
lation members 52 are aligned with each other to form the
holding unit of the heater element 54 in the inner peripheral
surface of the cylindrical thermal insulation wall body 50.

A method of bonding the plurality of sectional thermal
insulation members 52 is not specifically limited as long as
the adjacent sectional thermal insulation members 52
bonded to each other provide a good airtightness environ-
ment. For example, the bonding surfaces (first surface and/or
second surface) may be bonded with an adhesive. In such a
case, the adhesive need not be applied to the entire bonding
surfaces and may be applied only to portions in the radial
direction of the cylindrical thermal insulation wall body.
Further, the adhesive is not specifically limited if it is heat
resistant, and its examples may include a heat resistant
adhesive containing oxide such as silica or alumina.

Also, the adjacent sectional thermal insulation members
are fixed with pin-shaped members in the outer peripheral
surface, the top surface or the bottom surface of the cylin-
drical thermal insulation wall body. Alternatively, the bond-
ing surfaces may have insertion holes formed in the bonding
surfaces and be bonded to each other with rod fixing
members, pin fixing members or the like. Alternatively, a
convex portion may be formed in one of the adjacent
bonding surfaces and a concave portion mating with the
convex portion may be formed in the other.

The plurality of sectional thermal insulation members 52
may also be bonded by a band member, for example, made
of metal or the like, which covers the outer periphery of the
cylindrical thermal insulation wall body. A plurality of band
members may be arranged in the axial direction of the
cylindrical thermal insulation wall body. Also, a thickness or
the like of the band member is not specifically limited.

A heat resistant member (not shown) which is thermally
shrinkable may be disposed between the bonding surfaces of
the adjacent sectional thermal insulation members. With this
configuration, even when the thermal insulation wall body is
thermally shrunk, a shrunk amount of the thermal insulation
wall body may be absorbed. Further, the thermally shrink-
able heat resistant member may include a blanket-shaped
heat resistant member and the like and specifically include
ceramic fiber such as alumina fiber and silica fiber.

After the sectional thermal insulation members 52 are
formed through the first step S100 and the second step S110
and before the third step S120 is performed, an rounding
process is performed in some embodiments on at least one
of a fourth surface 52a (corresponding to 62¢) and a fifth
surface 525 of each sectional thermal insulation member 52,
which respectively correspond to the inner peripheral sur-
face and the outer peripheral surface of the cylindrical
thermal insulation wall body 50. Accordingly, this is pref-
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erable because the inner periphery and/or the outer periphery
of the cylindrical thermal insulation wall body 50 to be
obtained may be formed in a circular cylindrical shape.

Conventionally, a cylindrical thermal insulation wall body
of'a vertical heat treatment device has been manufactured by
processing a plate-shaped thermal insulation member into a
ring shape and forming the holding unit of the heater
element therein. These members are finally stacked one
above the other in a plural number to become the cylindrical
thermal insulation wall body. However, the conventional
method of manufacturing the thermal insulation wall body
has a low material utilization efficiency of the plate-shaped
thermal insulation members and high costs. Further, forming
the holding unit in a spiral shape needs complicated pro-
cessing to be performed on the inner peripheral surface of
the ring-shaped thermal insulation member, and therefore,
difficulty and costs for manufacturing the thermal insulation
wall body are increased.

A method using suction molding has also been known as
the method of manufacturing the cylindrical thermal insu-
lation wall body of the vertical heat treatment device.
According to this method, a thermal insulation wall body
having a predetermined surface shape may be manufactured
by dispersing a material of the thermal insulation wall body
in an aqueous medium into a slurry phase, bringing the
slurry into contact with a forming mold having a surface
corresponding to the shape of the holding unit, and drying
the slurry. However, the method using suction molding
makes it difficult to form the holding unit deep enough to
hold the heater element. In addition, special equipment is
necessary to perform the suction molding.

In the method of manufacturing the thermal insulation
wall body according to the embodiment of the present
disclosure, since the groove portions can be formed from the
plate-shaped thermal insulation members, a process of form-
ing groove portions or processes for other various designs
can be easily performed. Accordingly, costs for manufac-
turing the thermal insulation wall body are reduced. Further,
since the material utilization efficiency of the plate-shaped
thermal insulation members is increased, material costs are
also reduced. Furthermore, in the method of manufacturing
the thermal insulation wall body according to the embodi-
ment, since the processes are easy to perform, a large
thermal insulation wall body can be easily realized. It has
been recently considered to use a semiconductor wafer
having a diameter of 450 mm instead of the currently used
semiconductor wafer having a diameter of 300 mm. Along
with the enlargement of the substrate to be processed, a
vertical substrate processing apparatus capable of manufac-
turing a large substrate is required in response to the
enlargement. According to the method of manufacturing the
thermal insulation wall body of the present embodiment, a
large thermal insulation wall body can be easily manufac-
tured, even in manufacturing a thermal insulation wall body
of a vertical heat treatment device for a wafer having a
diameter of 450 mm, by using a large thermal insulation
member as a raw material.

In addition, in the method of manufacturing the thermal
insulation wall body according to the embodiment, although
it might be affected by the size of the plate-shaped thermal
insulation member to be used or the desired size of the
thermal insulation wall body to be manufactured, a plurality
of sectional thermal insulation members can be manufac-
tured from one sheet of the plate-shaped thermal insulation
member. Further, even when the sectional thermal insulation
members are manufactured from a plurality of different
plate-shaped thermal insulation members, the groove por-
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tions can easily correspond to or align with one another in
bonding of the sectional thermal insulation members by
unifying depths, widths and pitches of the groove portions.

Furthermore, in the method of manufacturing the thermal
insulation wall body according to the embodiment, an area
of the bonding surfaces is small as compared with a case
where ring-shaped thermal insulation members are stacked
one above the other. Accordingly, it is possible to obtain a
thermal insulation wall body having a good thermal insula-
tion.

According to some embodiments of the present disclo-
sure, it is possible to provide a method of manufacturing a
thermal insulation member capable of manufacturing a
thermal insulation member in a cost-effective manner.

While certain embodiments have been described, these
embodiments have been presented by way of example only,
and are not intended to limit the scope of the disclosures.
Indeed, the embodiments described herein may be embodied
in a variety of other forms. Furthermore, various omissions,
substitutions and changes in the form of the embodiments
described herein may be made without departing from the
spirit of the disclosures. The accompanying claims and their
equivalents are intended to cover such forms or modifica-
tions as would fall within the scope and spirit of the
disclosures.

What is claimed is:

1. A method of manufacturing a cylindrical thermal insu-
lation wall body having a holding unit of a heater element
formed in an inner peripheral surface, the method compris-
ing:

processing a plate-shaped thermal insulation member

such that a plurality of groove portions are formed at a
predetermined pitch, the plurality of groove portions
extending from a first surface to a second surface
opposite to the first surface;

processing the thermal insulation member such that an

angle between either of the first surface and the second
surface, and a third surface, on which the groove
portions are formed and which is perpendicular to a
depth direction of the groove portions, is 90+180/n
degrees, wherein n is a natural number of three or
larger; and
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manufacturing the cylindrical thermal insulation wall
body by bonding a plurality of sectional thermal insu-
lation members, wherein the plurality of sectional
thermal insulation members are bonded such that the
groove portions of the adjacent sectional thermal insu-
lation members are aligned with each other and to form
the holding unit in the inner peripheral surface of the
cylindrical thermal insulation wall body.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the bonding in the
manufacturing the cylindrical thermal insulation wall body
comprises one of processes including i) using an adhesive,
i1) fixing adjacent sectional thermal insulation members with
a pin-shaped member in an outer peripheral surface, a top
surface or a bottom surface of the thermal insulation wall
body, iii) forming a convex portion in one of the adjacent
sectional thermal insulation members and a concave portion
mating with the convex portion in the other one, and iv)
covering an outer periphery of the thermal insulation wall
body by a band member.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the manufacturing the
cylindrical thermal insulation wall body comprises dispos-
ing a thermally shrinkable heat resistant member between
bonding surfaces of the adjacent sectional thermal insulation
members.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein in the processing a
plate-shaped thermal insulation member, the groove por-
tions are formed to extend in a direction perpendicular to the
first surface and the second surface.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein in the processing a
plate-shaped thermal insulation member, the groove por-
tions are formed to extend at a predetermined angle with
respect to a direction perpendicular to the first surface and
the second surface.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein before the manufac-
turing the cylindrical thermal insulation wall body, rounding
process is performed on at least one of the inner peripheral
surface and an outer peripheral surface of the thermal
insulation wall body.



